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ABSTRACT

“Low and middle-income countries tend to be disproportionately affected by violence accounting for 90% of all violence related deaths worldwide” (World Health Organization 2002: 1).

In Trinidad and Tobago, a number of persons are subjected to the twin evils of sexual abuse and domestic violence (SADV) each year.  Although gross under reporting is thought to exist, the data show that the incidence of SADV continues to climb even in the face of a society that speaks of transformation, development, liberation, freedom of expression and human rights.  To ascertain whether this trend represents a general increase in the incidence of these acts or whether there has been an increase in various supporting routes that facilitate the formal reporting process is difficult.  What is certain is that the voices that speak-out against such violent acts have become louder over time.

The findings of this study clearly indicate that sidestepping the issues of costs and the impacts of sexual abuse and domestic violence is not a sustainable option.  Alongside the initial physical and/or psychological trauma experienced by the victims of such acts, there are other inherent impacts of these insidious deeds that are borne by different groups in society—including immediate survivors, perpetrators, employers, the State and the society as a collective unit.

This paper provides some insights into the economic cost and impacts of sexual abuse and domestic violence on these various echelons.  The estimates were derived using a rapid assessment approach and applying a stylized prevalence-based framework, which allowed for analyses of both the direct and indirect costs of sexual abuse and domestic violence in Trinidad and Tobago for the year 2005.  The [cost] burden of sexual abuse and domestic violence in 2005 was estimated at TT$487.7 million or 0.51 percent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP).  The major costs accrued were to the survivor—TT$244.3 million or 50% of total cost and 0.26% of GDP—the State—TT$80.6 million or 17% of total cost and 0.08% of GDP—and society—TT$71.8 million or 15% of total cost and 0.07% of GDP.  Although the direct impact of SADV on productivity amounted to just about 0.03% of GDP compared to the corresponding 0.22% impact on pain, suffering and premature mortality, the overall implications for productivity, human potential and sustainable growth and development were found to be erosive in nature.  The authors suggest that from an economic perspective, it would make sense to have properly designed prevention and intervention systems given that the benefits to be derived from preventing SADV are likely to far exceed the costs of implementing holistic, cost-effective and cost-efficient systems.

INTRODUCTION

Survivors of sexual abuse and domestic violence are not spared based on their social classifications age, religion, civil status, ethnicity or cultural dispensations.  In fact, all of these boundaries are eliminated when one speaks of acts of sexual abuse and domestic violence.  Having said this, it is recognized that there are some groups that are more vulnerable, such as women and children
 because of their social and environmental conditions.  Moreover, the far-reaching effects of sexual abuse and domestic violence can span the social, health, legal and economic spheres of a society and erode the foundation upon which the supporting pillars rest. 

By allowing a comparison of the costs of action versus non-action, economic evaluation generally acts as an impetus for policy makers to focus on these issues.  For example one study on the cost of child abuse in the United States of America found that the costs of implementing and operating a prevention programme was just about 5 percent of the costs of child abuse itself.
  Indeed, putting a price-tag on such issues can have the effect of placing these acts on the national agenda formally, which can result in much needed funding flowing to preventative and survivor support programmes.

This study limits itself to an investigation of the economic cost and implications to Trinidad and Tobago of sexual abuse and domestic violence.  The rationale for the investigation stems from the increasing incidence and severity of such acts and the need to put into context the manner and extent to which sexual abuse and domestic violence exert an erosive, albeit at times silently and unnoticed, effect on what is arguably ‘the’ fundamental pillar of the economy—the quality of the human resources.  Reducing the impact of sexual abuse and domestic violence to cold hard numbers or economic terms may seem on the face of it to be somewhat callous.  However, given the realities of legitimately competing needs, monetary valuation serves an important policy purpose.
In this regard, it is expected that the availability of indicative costs of these acts to the national community will also serve as a means to dispel the notion that sexual abuse and domestic violence is solely the victim’s problem.  Of particular note is the potential implication for entrepreneurs and other leaders who are interested in ensuring worker productivity and by extension firms’ profitability.  Further, the availability of cost data is likely to illustrate that while the cost to the victim may seem to be small—perhaps even negligible when viewed in the main as largely a one-off cost—when such costs are aggregated at the national level the effects ripple throughout the economic system and ultimately impact on the policy-makers’ touchstone—GDP.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Scope & Definitions

According to the World Report on Violence and Health, violence is defined as “…the intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or actual against oneself, another person, or against a group or community, that either results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, maldevelopment or deprivation” (World Health Organization 2002, p. 2).
The report distinguished between four channels through which violence may be inflicted: physical, sexual and psychological attack, and deprivation.  These are further broken-down into three (3) sub-divisions of violence according to the victim-perpetrator relationship:

· Self-directed violence - violence in which the perpetrator and the victim are the same person with this category being further sub-divided into self-abuse and suicide;

· Interpersonal violence - violence between individuals and is divided into family and intimate partner violence and community violence.  The former relates to child maltreatment, intimate partner violence and elder abuse while the latter includes youth violence, assault by strangers, violence related to property crimes, and violence in workplaces and other institutions; and

· Collective violence - violence committed by larger groups of individuals and is sub-divided into social, political and economic violence.

Thus, the purview of this paper falls under the category of interpersonal violence with special reference to family and intimate partner violence with some elements of community violence.  As such, it is necessary at this time to define some of the terms that are commonly associated with this category of violence, namely domestic violence, sexual abuse and rape.

In this study, the meaning of domestic violence and sexual abuse is taken from the Domestic Violence Act No. 27 of 1999 of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago while rape is defined according to the Sexual Offences Act No. 27 of 1986 of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, as amended by the Sexual Offences Act No.31 of 2000.  Box 1 presents these definitions while Appendix I summarizes a selection of the laws of Trinidad and Tobago in respect of sexual offences and domestic violence.

Box 1

Definitions: Domestic Violence
, Sexual Abuse and Rape
“Domestic violence includes physical, sexual, emotional or psychological or financial abuse committed by a person against a spouse, child, any other person who is a member of the household or dependant” 

(Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 1999, p. 292)

“Sexual abuse includes sexual contact of any kind that is coerced by force or threat of force and the commission of or an attempt to commit any of the offences listed under the Sexual Offences Act in the First Schedule.” 

(Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 1999, p. 294)

“A person (‘the accused’) commits the offence of rape when he has sexual intercourse with another person (‘the complainant’) without the consent of the complainant where he knows that the complainant does not consent to the intercourse or he is reckless as to whether the complainant consents; or with the consent of the complainant where the consent

1.
Is extorted by threats or fear of bodily harm to the complainant or to another;


2.
Is obtained by personating someone else;


3.
Is obtained by false or fraudulent representation as to the nature of the intercourse; or


4.
Is obtained by unlawfully detaining the complainant.”

(Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 2000 p. 432-433)

Sources: The Domestic Violence Act No. 27 of 1999 of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago; The Sexual Offences (Amendment) Act No. 31 of 2000 of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.

The literature on sexual and domestic violence is expansive and the terminology, meaning and composition of these terms vary from country to country with differences sometimes even existing within countries.  Boxes 2 and 3 highlight some of the definitions found in the literature.

Box 2

Some Definitions Sexual Violence/Child Sexual Abuse/Sexual Abuse

	“Sexual violence is a crime that is generally determined by specifically prohibited sexually related acts taken by a perpetrator against another person.”

(US Department of Justice, National Institute of Justice and the Bureau of Justice Statistics 1996, p. 17) 

	“Child sexual abuse is the sexual exploitation of a child by an adult, adolescent or older child.”

(Rape Crisis Society of Trinidad and Tobago, Annual Report 2000 - p. 13)

	“Sexual abuse is physical or psychological abuse or harm that involves sexual behaviour. Forms of sexual abuse include rape, indecent assault and psychological.”

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_abuse. Cited June 17, 2005)


Box 3

Some Definitions of Domestic Violence

	“Domestic violence occurs when one partner attempts by physical or psychological means to dominate and control the other.  Domestic violence takes a number of forms.  The most commonly acknowledged forms of domestic violence are: physical and sexual violence; threats and intimidation; emotional and social abuse; and financial deprivation.  Domestic violence can involve a continuum of controlling behaviour and violence, which can occur over a number of years, before and after separation.” 

(Access Economics Pty Ltd 2004, p. 3) 

	“Any violence between current or former partners in an intimate relationship, wherever and whenever the violence occurs.  The violence may include physical, sexual, emotional or financial abuse.” 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestic_violence.  Cited June 9, 2005)

	“Domestic violence is physical, psychological, sexual or financial violence that takes place within an intimate or family-type relationship and forms a pattern of coercive and controlling behaviour.”

(http://www.womensaid.org.uk/about/what_is_dv.htm. Cited June 17, 2005) 

	“Patterns of behaviour characterized by the misuse of power and control by one person over another who are or have been in an intimate relationship.  It can occur in mixed gender relationships and same gender relationships and has profound consequences for the lives of children, individuals, families and communities.  It may be physical, sexual, emotional and/or psychological.  The later may include intimidation, harassment, damage to property, threats and financial abuse.”

(http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/English/Publications/consultation/04DecDV%20Policy.pdf.  Cited June 17, 2005)


Economic Impact and Implications

In the World Health Organization’s report on The Economic Dimensions of Interpersonal Violence, Waters et al. (2004) reviewed 119 studies on the costs of interpersonal violence.  The report highlighted the facts that “…the consequences of interpersonal violence are extremely costly…that prevention studies show evidence of cost effectiveness…that for most of the developing world and many developed countries there is not even descriptive information about the direct costs of treating the consequences of interpersonal violence.” (Waters et. al. 2004: viii).

Studies on the economic impact of violence, including sexual and domestic violence, in lower and middle-income developing countries have been conducted on a much lesser scale as compared to some developed high-income countries.  For the Latin America and the Caribbean, few studies on the incidence and economic impact of violence can be found.  More specifically, data and analyses on the economic issues pertaining to sexual and domestic violence in low and middle-income countries are scarce.  While one may wish to suggest that the reasons for this could be that developing countries have not seen the urgent need to commit already scarce resources to these activities or that the reality of the problem has not yet hit home, there is mounting evidence that violence has the ability to affect the sustained and equitable growth of countries.  A 1996 Inter-American Development Bank study found that between 1.6 and 2 percent of Gross National Product (GNP) was foregone in women’s wages because domestic violence.

Costing Methodologies

When conducting a costing evaluation, the methodology adopted depends on two main factors, namely the (i) available data; and (ii) time frame for which costs are being considered.

Each country has different type and system collection mechanisms in respect of violence.    However, when data are infrequently or sporadically collected and national surveillance systems are absent, the costing methodology and its results are constrained by these limiting factors.  Sometimes, researchers are faced with the task of piecing together limited data or making other adjustments - for example, using indices to re-base values – in order to arrive at figures for a common year.  Bearings these in mind, there are three (3) main methods of cost estimation that can be employed.

The first method uses a bottom-up approach
 to costing.  It provides a per unit cost for victims of violence by determining the exact number of relevant units for each cost category and the cost per unit.  By multiplying this unit cost by the number of victims of violence, a total cost can be determined.  While this method allows for the most accurate estimation among other estimation methods, it very difficult to accomplish because of the following reasons:

· The comprehensive list of data necessary for this method are extremely difficult to attain;

· There are usually cost variations within each cost category as opposed to one fixed cost; and

· There are usually variations in the treatment regimes as victims respond differently to treatment.

To overcome these problems, researchers make certain assumptions about the cost evaluation or they combine this method with other methods.

The top-down method
 of cost estimation is a second method that can be employed.  It is less accurate and less rigorous than the first method, but the information needed is generally easier to obtain.  This method estimates the expenditure on projects and programmes implemented, as well as the costs of departments’ set-up to address violence.  Where departments, projects and programmes are not solely devoted to sexual abuse and domestic violence-related activities per se, an attributable proportion or percentage can be determined when using this costing evaluation.  While, this method seems quite straightforward, it assumes that costs are evenly distributed between the victim and non-victim populations.    

When neither a distinct per unit cost nor the proportional or percentage application can be applied based on the supporting data, a third method – the least cost approach
 – can be utilized.  In effect, this method uses the minimum cost or percentage in its calculation based on the data available and it sometimes also relies on the literature when accounting for some of its measures.  For example, if the cost and frequency of the treatment regime for a victim of rape is unknown, but the literature identifies three types at a per unit cost of $5, $10 and $15, then this method would select $5 and multiply it by the incidence rate of rape to determine the total cost.  Hence, the aim of this method, although underestimated, is to ensure that the cost evaluation produces a conservative estimate. 

Researchers are not confined to any one method, but rather a combination of these methods can be employed in the search for the most accurate evaluation of the economic cost of violence.

Another deciding factor when conducting a costing evaluation is the determination of the time-period to be analysed.  Generally, the annual cost is calculated for a base year.  Having selected a time frame, costing evaluations can employ a (i) prevalence-based model, (ii) incidence-based model; or (iii) life-cycle model.

 According to the Law Commission of Canada, prevalence-based modelling estimates the annual costs accruing to society as a result of present and past acts of violence.  It is not limited to the number of persons who became new victims in the base year.  Rather, all current victims and survivors of previous years of violence are included in the count.  Hence, its estimation accounts for the all categories of cost and its prevalence within society.

Some studies use cost estimates of the aggregate economic losses caused by violence by calculating the present-value of direct and indirect lifetime costs based on incidence-based modelling.  This model allows for the prediction of future outcomes in costs from present changes in the incidence of violence.  The evaluation of lifetime costs utilizes a discount rate that recalculates the future costs to present day cost.  The rate at which future or lifetime costs and benefits that accrue to victims, perpetrators, employers and society as a result of violence are discounted vary across studies.  Among studies that calculate the cost beyond a one-year time period, it was found that a discount rate used to estimate future costs and benefits was based on the principle that humans value consumption and quality of life in the present more than they do an equivalent amount of consumption in the future (World Health Organization 2004).  Overall, discounts rates were found to range between 2 and 10 percent. The United States Panel on Cost Effectiveness in Health and Medicine has recommended using a real rate of 3 percent for cost evaluations in healthcare (World Health Organization 2004).

Finally, the life-cycle model as purported by the Law Commission of Canada attaches a monetary value on the long-term consequences of violence on individuals’ earnings over their life cycles.  In essence, it determines the psychological and physical effects of victims and perpetrators of violence and link resultant behaviours and experiences to future income attainment. 

Differences Across Studies

In general, economic evaluations on violence are conducted from three (3) main perspectives - (i) society; (ii) sectors; and (iii) organization - with each perspective having different costs associated with them.  In the main however, differences in valuations stem from variations in the economic values assigned to a human life and the lifetime losses in terms of productive time, productivity and psychological distress.  

With regard to the assignment of a value to a human life, there are wide variations in values estimated, ranging between US$602 thousand and US$13.7 million.  Researchers have estimated an average range of between US$3.1 million and US$6.8 million (Waters et al. 2004).  These estimates were derived based on the incorporation of factors such as the quality of life and persons’ willingness-to-pay wage premiums for risky jobs.  

Categorization of Costs

Studies on the economic effects of interpersonal violence have used a wide variety of cost categories.  In the main however, these are grouped under the two (2) broad categories of direct and indirect costs, with each in turn comprising a number of sub-categories.  The former refers to costs directly resulting from acts of violence or attempts to prevent them with the most often cited costs being medical care and costs to the judicial and penal system (policing and incarceration costs).  Studies estimating indirect costs - including the opportunity cost of time, lost productivity and reduced quality of life - yielded higher cost estimates than studies that only took direct costs into consideration.

In most cases, direct costs were classified as costs of legal services, medical costs, perpetrator control costs, costs of policing, costs of incarceration, costs of foster care and private security contracts and economic benefits to perpetrators.  Indirect costs were classified as lost earnings and lost time, lost investments in human capital, indirect protection costs, life insurance costs, productivity losses, impacts on external investment and tourism, psychological costs (pain and suffering) and other non-monetary costs.  For the most part, it was found that psychological costs were significantly greater than direct economic loses incurred by victims.  One must bear in mind that while interpersonal violence carries with it an economic burden, there are benefits that do come along with this type of violence, for example, the economic benefits to perpetrators. Figure 1 portrays these costs and benefits diagrammatically.

Figure 1

Costs-Benefit Analysis of Interpersonal Violence





Source: Waters et al. 2004

Cost-Benefit Analyses of Intervention
In terms of intervention costs and cost-benefit analyses, these tend to vary depending on the outcome indicator used, for example quality-adjusted life years (QALYs), monetary units or cases averted.  While intervention-specific indicators allow for more accurate assessments of targeted interventions, the ability to make cross-intervention comparisons is severely constrained.  However in the main, the differences in the literature were found to be the result of the inclusion or exclusion of different cost categories rather in the choice of an outcome indicator.

In general, studies have shown that interventions to prevent the occurrence of interpersonal violence cost less than the money they save, in some cases by several orders of magnitude.  For instance, in the United States of America it was found that the estimated cost of child abuse to that economy was US$94 billion or 1 percent of GDP while a programme to prevent child abuse through counselling was equal to 5 percent of the total costs of child abuse itself (Waters et al. 2004).

In the case of Jamaica, Mansingh and Ramphal (1993) found that the direct medical cost of treating victims of intimate partner violence was US$454,000 per year or approximately US$709 per patient, including materials, drugs and doctors’ fees.  This same study found that 90 percent of the costs of treating victims of violence at the Kingston Public Hospital was paid by the State.  Yet another study in Washington, United States of America arrived at a cost of US$3,087 per patient victimized (New and Berliner 2000).

Implications of Non-Intervention

The importance of responding to violence may only be realized when placed within a wider context or in relation to other indicators that are deemed more important to a country, such as its productive capacity, human resource potential and its growth and development forecast.  Interpersonal violence imposes additional burdens on a society and impacts on its ability to achieve sustainable growth and development by diverting resources away from developmental activities to those needed to address violence.

In the presence of such criminal acts, resources have to be poured in healthcare systems to treat victims of abuse and violence.  The National Latino Alliance for the Elimination of Domestic Violence regards domestic violence as a serious public health issue with the capacity to impede economic development.  Finances are also needed to support systems and structures that chastise and rehabilitate perpetrators of such acts.  

The opportunity cost is the productivity losses to individuals, communities and society as a result of interpersonal violence.  The results of a World Bank study highlighted that of every five (5) days absent from work by a woman for health reasons, one (1) day was because of domestic violence. The Inter-American Development Bank studied societal violence in six (6) countries and concluded that between 5 and 25 percent of GDP is spent each year on violence prevention and treatment programmes – money that could be spent in more productive areas.  The disproportional economic impact of crime and violence on different economies further aggravates the problem.  It has been estimated that crime and violence typically cost industrialized countries 5 percent of their gross national product (GNP) whereas it erodes as much as 14 percent of GNP in low-income counties (Waters et al 2004). 

Yet, another implication of interpersonal violence is its impact on the psychological stability and educational attainment of affected persons – crucial characteristics of one’s well-being and human resource building blocks.  The United Nations Development Programme reports that in Nicaragua, 63.1 percent of children of female victims of violent abuse repeated one (1) year of school and left school four (4) years earlier on average than other children.  

Causes and Factors Influencing Sexual and Domestic Violence

Although the main aim of this paper is to conduct an economic evaluation of sexual abuse and domestic violence, a brief insight into the socio-economic causes and influencing factors of sexual abuse and domestic violence is pertinent for the mere reason to show that their infiltration is multi-dimensional in scope.  This helps one to better understand that the impacts associated with sexual abuse and domestic violence are not one-off events, but in most cases, are long-term and carry with them numerous implications for a society.  In turn, there are associated costs, which are reflected in economic evaluations.

The main cause of sexual abuse and domestic violence is rooted in the perpetrators’ desire to exert power and control over their victims.  However, there are some influencing factors associated with the risk of persons becoming sexual and domestic abusers.  These factors are depicted in Figure 2 below.

Figure 2

Factors Influencing the Risk of a Person Becoming a Sexual and Domestic Violence Abuser




SDV – Sexual Abuse and Domestic Violence

Source:  Authors’ Construct

SEXUAL ABUSE AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Trinidad and Tobago can stand proud in the face of its many accomplishments over the last couple of decades, whether these are in the areas of economic, social, cultural and sporting achievements.  However, while these are commendable and the country should stride to continue along these lines, there are some hidden – and some not so hidden – threats that must not be allowed to go unattended.  Threats, such as violence, have the potential to retard and/or curtail the path of growth and development of a society and so should be given priority status.

Sexual abuse and domestic violence have been part of the “Caribbean culture” for many years and have been influenced, in part, by culture including customs and traditions, religion, attitudes and behaviours.  In this region, as in other parts of the world, males are seen as the dominant sex with the right to wield the power in relationships as opposed to women who are expected to be submissive and dependent on their male counterparts.  The perceptions and beliefs about gender relations, as well as the patriarchal ideology that prevail in the Caribbean, perpetuated by the stereotyping of gender roles create inequities that are sometimes manifested in acts of sexual abuse and domestic violence.

What Do the Statistics Tell Us About Sexual Abuse and Domestic Violence?

In Trinidad and Tobago, sexual violence is a serious crime
.  Generally, reports of sexual offence have followed an upward trend, with the nature, type and severity of such occurrences increasing and sometimes unfortunately leading to the death of persons.  Tables 1(A) and 1(B) represent statistics for the period 1995 to 2002 of sexual offences reported to the police, as well as cases of rapes and family disputes that resulted in murder between 1996 and 1999.

Table 1(A)

Number of Sexual Offences Reported

1995-2002

	SERIOUS CRIMES
	YEARS

	
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	Total
	% of Total

	Sexual Offences


	309
	295
	514
	572
	476
	545
	545
	641
	3,897
	100

	Rape


	176
	170
	226
	250
	240
	261
	281
	298
	1,902
	48.8

	Attempted rape


	3
	1
	5
	4
	2
	2
	4
	1
	22
	0.6

	Incest


	23
	25
	42
	82
	41
	92
	37
	65
	407
	10.4

	Sexual intercourse with female under 14
	66
	54
	135
	101
	115
	77
	119
	119
	786
	20.2

	Sexual intercourse with female 14 to 16
	37
	43
	100
	94
	77
	93
	103
	143
	690
	17.7

	Sexual intercourse with adopted minor
	3
	2
	2
	39
	1
	20
	1
	15
	83
	2.1

	Sexual intercourse with a mentally sub-normal female
	1
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0.1

	Adult female having sex with male < 16
	…
	0
	4
	0
	0
	…
	…
	…
	 4
	0.1


     Source: Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Central Statistical Office, Report on Crime Statistics (various years)

Table 1(B)

Murder by Probable Cause

1996-1999

	
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	Total
	% of Total

	Murder by Probable Cause


	21
	19
	23
	15
	78
	100

	Rape


	2
	1
	0
	0
	3
	3.8

	Family Disputes


	19
	18
	23
	15
	75
	96.2


     Source: Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Central Statistical Office, Report on Crime Statistics (various years)

The table shows that rape accounts for almost 50 percent of the sexual offences reported between 1995 and 2002 with sexual intercourse with females 16 years and under following with an accumulated total of 37.9 percent.  There were 407 reported victims of incest or 10.4 percent during the same reporting period.   Of the murders committed by way of rape and family disputes between 1996 and 1999, in this category family disputes far outweighed rapes registering 96.2 percent versus 3.8 percent.  While victims of sexual offences are in the main women and girls, the situation is a real and growing one for men and boys who also are victims although to a lesser extent.

Between six-year period 2000 and 2005, there were 5,801 reports of domestic violence.  The reports for the years 2000 and 2001 were somewhat similar in totals with reports being 1,330 and 1,394 respectively.  Post 2001, the number of reported cases of domestic violence decreased from 957 in 2002 to 367 in 2005.  Table 2 provides the details of the different offences that comprise these totals.

Table 2

Number of Domestic Violence Cases Reported by Categories

2000-2005

	Offences
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	Total
	% of Total

	Murders/Homicides
	24
	17
	17
	22
	18
	21
	119
	2.0

	Sexual Abuse
	92
	37
	24
	3
	15
	4
	175
	3.0

	Wounding
	48
	42
	37
	9
	29
	7
	172
	3.0

	Assault by Beating
	775
	907
	560
	406
	470
	211
	3,329
	57.4

	Threats
	214
	217
	133
	227
	245
	50
	1,086
	18.7

	Verbal Abuse
	94
	60
	91
	40
	60
	18
	363
	6.3

	Emotional Abuse
	59
	61
	55
	37
	49
	5
	266
	4.6

	Malicious Damage
	0
	2
	0
	5
	10
	1
	18
	0.3

	Financial Abuse
	4
	0
	1
	4
	12
	0
	21
	0.3

	Child Abuse
	4
	25
	9
	0
	28
	31
	97
	1.7

	Breach of Protection Order
	16
	26
	30
	38
	26
	19
	155
	2.7

	Total
	1,330
	1,394
	957
	791
	962
	367
	5,801
	100


Sources: Adapted from the Report of the Ad Hoc Committee Appointed in October 2003 by the Honourable Attorney General of Trinidad and Tobago to Prepare a Domestic Violence Investigative and Procedural Manual for Police Officers; Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Central Statistical Office, Report on Crime Statistics (various years)

From the table, assault by beating represents approximately 57 percent of all the cases for the reporting period, followed by threats with 18.7 percent.  Research by CAFRA in 1998 indicated that approximately 25 percent of women are physically abused by their male partners.  The Trinidad and Tobago Coalition Against Domestic Violence estimates that approximately 80 percent of victims of domestic violence do not report such and have pointed the finger at 1 in every 4 women as having experienced domestic violence of some form.  

While it is recognized that domestic violence encompasses both physical and non-physical acts, if one was to examine the impact of assault by beating alone, it would be clear to see that the effects can be far-reaching.  For example, a victim of assault by beating may suffer physical injuries that may require medical attention; may not be able to work for some period of time and so may default on earnings/wages; may take the matter to court which in turn incurs legal costs.  Such costs are not limited to the individual, but also are borne by communities and the society.  This portrays only one aspect of some of the possible effects, but a comprehensive examination would reveal an expansive array of cost elements, some measurable and others not so easily determined.

Like sexual violence, domestic violence sometimes results in death, which then changes the profile of the case to being classified as murder/homicide.  Between 2000 and 2005, domestic violence claimed the lives of 119 persons in Trinidad and Tobago. (Refer to Table 2)  Just a few years earlier, between 1990 and 1995, there were 115 murders as a result of domestic violence.  Of these, 80 were women, 2 were men and 33 were children (Trinidad and Tobago Coalition of Domestic Violence).  This evidence supports the main conclusion found in the literature and the experience of victims all over the world that women and children are more vulnerable than men to sexual abuse and domestic violence.

Of all the murders that occurred between 1995 and 1999, murders as a percentage of domestic violence have fluctuated between 10 and 25 percent in Trinidad and Tobago.  Table 3 refers. 

Table 3

Murders as a Percentage of Domestic Violence

1995-1999

	Year
	Domestic Violence
	Non-Domestic Violence
	Total
	% Domestic Violence

	1995
	22
	99
	121
	18.18

	1996
	16
	91
	107
	14.95

	1997
	12
	89
	101
	11.88

	1998
	23
	74
	97
	23.71

	1999
	15
	77
	92
	16.30


Source: Domestic Violence Awareness Handbook-Men Against Violence Against 


Women (2002) Trinidad

In many cases, survivors prefer to seek help at non-state agencies that offer support and counselling. (A selection of non-state and state agencies can be found in Appendix III).  It may be that they see them as places of refuge where their “personal business” do not become exposed to the general public.  It is through such agencies that data on victims who may bypass the police-reporting avenue can be captured.  However, it is necessary to err on the side of caution since there is no surety as to whether or not reports are eventually made to the police, and so some percentage of double counting may occur.  Similarly, calls to cries for help through social services as the Domestic Violence Hotline (800-SAVE) and Child Line may suffer from this same fate.   In an environment where no universal collection body exist, a situation of haphazard and sporadic collection of data has emerged. 

Data from the Rape Crisis Society of Trinidad and Tobago, a non-government organization, allow for investigation of the number of persons visiting its north and south facilities.  Between 1996 and 2007, a total of 2,990 new cases of sexual abuse and domestic violence were counselled while still providing support to existing victims.  Of this total, rape accounted for the largest number of new cases – 962 cases or 32 percent of all cases counselled.  Table 4 refers.

A true reflection of the prevalence of sexual abuse and domestic violence in Trinidad and Tobago, like around the world, is challenged by the fact that many victims do not report incidents of such violence to the authorities (re: the police) or to social institutions that work in the field.  The reasons for non-reporting vary widely and so the problem remains underground to a large extent.
Table 4
New Cases Counselled as Reported by the Rape Crisis Society by Social Issue

1996-2007

	Social Issues
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	Total

	Rape
	61
	90
	75
	67
	85
	70
	84
	73
	93
	81
	91
	92
	962

	Attempted Rape
	5
	2
	3
	5
	5
	8
	…
	3
	3
	5
	3
	2
	44

	Incest
	45
	72
	74
	33
	43
	31
	24
	39
	20
	16
	20
	13
	430

	Child Sexual Abuse
	14
	
	
	13
	20
	20
	11
	17
	24
	49
	49
	62
	279

	Domestic Violence
	30
	38
	36
	27
	28
	24
	18
	14
	23
	19
	26
	16
	299

	Personal Problems
	2
	2
	7
	3
	2
	7
	7
	22
	43
	30
	29
	20
	174

	Family Problems
	31
	71
	90
	58
	81
	72
	80
	55
	42
	37
	47
	31
	695

	Buggery (Male Rape)
	3
	2
	3
	0
	1
	1
	2
	5
	5
	7
	5
	16
	50

	Attempted Buggery
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	…
	…
	3
	4

	Behavioural Problems
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	…
	2
	0
	…
	…
	…
	2

	Sexual Abuse/Assault
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	7
	15
	8
	7
	8
	6
	51

	Total
	191
	277
	288
	206
	266
	233
	233
	245
	261
	251
	278
	261
	2,990


Source: Rape Crisis Society of Trinidad and Tobago. Annual Reports, 1996-2007

Some of the reasons that victims choose not to reports incidents of sexual abuse and domestic violence are summarized below.

· Fear of victimization;

· Fear of stigmatization;

· Shame;

· Live in a situation of dependency;

· Have children with the perpetrator(s); 

· Want to keep the family together;

· Have no other form of social support;

· Do not trust the police; and

· Do not have faith in the legal system.

With this the case, research of this nature tends to depend heavily on the skewed data from actual reports while bearing in mind that underreporting must be factored into the analysis. 

ECONOMIC COST OF SEXUAL ABUSE AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

The primary constraints of the study were mainly data availability and access, which in turn determined the set parameters and the qualifying assumptions in the investigation.

Methodology, Delimitations and Limitations

In undertaking a study on the cost of sexual abuse and domestic violence in Trinidad and Tobago, cognizance must be taken of the nature of the costs that are being assessed.  As expressed earlier, the costs of this type of violence can be classified as direct or indirect and encompass a myriad of issues. The cost categories and the definitional terms used in the cost evaluation model are detailed in the Table 5 below.

Table 5

Categories of Cost

	COST CATEGORY
	ITEMS INCLUDED IN COSTING

	Pain, Suffering and Premature Mortality Costs
	Costs of pain, suffering attributable to DV, measured by assigning a value to the Quality Adjusted Life Years lost as a result of injury and illness.

Costs of premature mortality measured by attributing a statistical value to years of life lost.

	Health Costs
	Includes private and public health costs associated with treating the effects of DV on the victim, perpetrator and children.

	Production Related Costs
	Short-term costs of:

Lost production (wages plus profit) from absenteeism.  Search and hiring costs.  Lost productivity of victim, perpetrator, management, co-worker, friends and family.  Lost unpaid work.  Retraining costs.

Long-term costs of:

Permanent loss of labour capacity.

	Consumption Related Costs
	Short-term costs of:

Property replacement. Bad debts.

Long-term costs of:

Lost economies of scale in household operation.

	Second Generation Costs
	Private and public sector costs of: Childcare, changing schools, counselling, child protection services, Remedial/special education, Increased future use of government services, Increased juvenile and adult crime.

	Administrative and Other Costs 
	Includes private and public sector costs of:

Legal/forensic services, Temporary accommodation, Paid care (i.e. housekeeper), Counselling, Perpetrator programs, Interpreter services, Funerals.

	Transfer Costs
	Transfer payments include:

Victim compensation, Income support, Accommodation subsidies, Lost taxes, Financial help to victim from friends and family, Child support.

Associated economic costs comprise:

Deadweight losses in funding government payments and services.


Source: Adapted from The Cost of Domestic Violence to the Australian Economy: Part 1.  Partnership Against Domestic Violence.  Access Economics.  Commonwealth of Australia, 2004

It is relevant here to flag an important point with respect to the economic valuation that is being attempted.  The near accuracy of a study of this nature depends on the availability, accessibility and reliability of data with respect to the incidence of sexual abuse and domestic violence.  Ideally, a comprehensive calculation would incorporate multiple indicators of cost from different agencies involved in sexual abuse and domestic violence-related activities.  For Trinidad and Tobago, this is lacking.

As far as possible, primary data from various agencies in Trinidad and Tobago were used in the calculations.  In the absence of detailed profile data on the victims, perpetrators and severity of injuries, the methodology used in the estimation of the cost of sexual abuse and domestic violence draws heavily from the study of The Cost of Domestic Violence to the Australian Economy: Part 1
.  As such, several qualifying assumptions were made in order to arrive at the cost of sexual abuse and domestic violence for one year, 2005.

Simplifying Assumptions

(i) All reported cases of sexual abuse and domestic violence assumed to result in moderate injuries
, which require a full range of health care treatment inclusive of inpatient, outpatient, pharmaceutical, and other care.  Given that reported cases of sexual abuse and domestic violence represent only a fraction of actual cases, (20%)
 according to one study, the resulting estimate will not be overstated, but be an indicative least cost baseline.

(ii) Because the data allowed for the calculation of inpatient health costs, relational cost shares within this category were calculated based in the Australian study and extrapolated to Trinidad and Tobago.  

The calculation of total health costs allowed for further development of relational cost shares (based on the same study) of the total cost of sexual abuse and domestic violence according to cost categories and persons affected.

Cost Estimates for Trinidad and Tobago

Tables 6 and 7 below detail the cost of sexual abuse and domestic violence in Trinidad and Tobago for 2005.  The estimates indicate that sexual abuse and domestic violence cost the country a sizeable TT$487.7 million or a little more than 0.5 percent of GDP for that year.  In analyzing the burden of costs, it is evident that the victim of violence accounts for TT$244.3 million or 0.26 percent of GDP – these costs mostly due to pain suffering and premature mortality.  Further analysis shows that the government bears the next highest burden of the cost, TT$80.6 million or 0.08 percent of GDP with the community following closely with a cost burden of TT$71.8 million or 0.07 percent of GDP in 2005. 

Table 6

Comparison of Annual Costs by Cost Category:

Trinidad & Tobago and Australia

	Category of Cost
	Trinidad & Tobago (2005)


	Australia (2002-2003) a

	
	Annual Cost

TT$m
	Annual Cost

US$m
	Per Capita

US$
	% of GDP
	Annual Cost

US$m
	Per Capita

US$
	% of GDP

	Pain, Suffering and Premature Mortality
	212.6
	33.7
	26.0
	0.22
	3,521
	180.2
	0.88

	Health
	23.4
	3.7
	2.9
	0.02
	388
	19.9
	0.10

	Production
	29.2
	4.6
	3.6
	0.03
	484
	24.8
	0.12

	Consumption
	155.4
	24.7
	19.0
	0.16
	2,575
	131.8
	0.64

	Administration and Other
	29.0
	4.6
	3.5
	0.04
	480
	24.5
	0.12

	Second Generational
	13.3
	2.1
	1.6
	0.01
	220
	11.2
	0.06

	Economic cost of transfers
	24.8
	4.0
	3.0
	0.03
	410
	21.0
	0.10

	Total
	487.7
	77.4
	59.6
	0.51
	8,078
	413.4
	2.02


Sources: Access Economics Pty Ltd. (2004); International Monetary Fund (2005); Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Central Statistical Office.

Table 7

Comparison of Annual Costs by Affected Group:

Trinidad & Tobago and Australia

	Affected Group
	Trinidad & Tobago (2005)
	Australia (2002-2003) a

	
	Annual Cost

TT$m
	Annual Cost

US$m
	Per Capita

US$
	% of GDP
	Annual Cost

US$m
	Per Capita

US$
	% of GDP

	Victim
	244.3
	38.7
	29.8
	0.26
	4,048
	207.2
	1.01

	Perpetrator
	33.5
	5.3
	4.1
	0.04
	555
	28.4
	0.14

	Children
	46.5
	7.4
	5.7
	0.05
	769
	39.3
	0.19

	Employers
	10.6
	1.7
	1.3
	0.01
	175
	8.9
	0.04

	Friends & Family
	0.4
	0.1
	0.05
	0.00
	7
	0.4
	0.00

	Government
	80.6
	12.8
	9.8
	0.08
	1,335 b
	68.3
	0.34

	Community
	71.8
	11.4
	8.8
	0.07
	1,190
	60.9
	0.30

	Total
	487.7
	77.4
	59.6
	0.51
	8,078
	413.4
	2.02


Sources: Access Economics Pty Ltd. (2004); International Monetary Fund (2005); Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Central Statistical Office.

Notes:

a - Reflects cost for Domestic Violence only

b – Represents a summation of Federal (US$848) and State/Territory (US$487) costs

ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVE ON SEXUAL ABUSE AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

In one sense, a simple way to capture the economic impact of SADV would be to consider the manifestation of a social disease. The cost methodologies described all point in this direction. The burden of the disease would therefore be seen through three lenses: one showing us the resource cost of responding to the disease, another showing the investment cost of preventing the occurrence of the disease and a third lens showing the direct loss of income and output associated with the disease. Like any other disease, there would be some costs, which in spite of their being very real, are virtually impossible to quantify without controversy. The list of costs shown in Table 5 illustrates. In each case, computation of these costs requires us to make assumptions about the data generation process.  

What the list of costs in Table 5 provides is a platform for arriving at the aggregate of costs, which would reflect the impact of SADV on the society and on the economy. The impact on the economy will be mediated through two channels – the labour force and the flow of savings in the economy. Figure 3 below illustrates.

With the use of a model along the lines of the one portrayed in the schema, empirical research to determine the economic impact of SADV can be initiated. Such research will complement the current attempts to estimate the level of social and economic costs incurred by SADV. To the extent that the results of this research confirms the level of costs arrived at by other means the case for policy response to contain these costs will be a stronger one.  The need for a second impact estimation method is highlighted by the results presented in this paper where the SADV impact in Australia is found to be more than four times the impact in Trinidad and Tobago.  A deeper understanding of the economic drivers of these costs will reveal why the impact in some countries is higher than other countries.

Figure 3

Tracking The Economic Impact of Sexual Abuse and Domestic Violence



CONCLUSION

The economic evaluation represents a first step in analyzing the real extent of the problem and it is hoped that this will assist in providing an indication of the extent of resources required to adequately address sexual abuse and domestic violence in Trinidad and Tobago.

There is an immediate need for a national survey which would allow us to better determine the real extent of the problem, the actual impacts on the quality of lives in communities and families, and allow us to quantify the economic dimensions of the impact(s) and to estimate the level of resources needed to design and implement effective programmes.  Thus far, very few reports and studies have been conducted in Trinidad and Tobago on sexual abuse and domestic violence.  Appendix IV lists a selection of these reports.

Another immediate recommendation is the need for the design and implementation of systems for coordinated collection of data on a national scale.  This national data repository should be such that disaggregated data on all aspects of sexual abuse and domestic violence be collected, which can be easily accessed.

REFERENCES 

Access Economics Pty Ltd.  2004.  The Cost of Domestic Violence to the Australian Economy: Part I.  Australia.

CAFCASS.  Domestic Violence Assessment Policy: Putting Children and Young People First. <http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/English/Publications/consultation/04DecDV%20Policy.pdf> Cited June 17, 2005   

Caribbean Association for Feminist Research and Action.  2002.  We’ve Come This Far: NGOs to T&T Government.  <http://www.cafra.org/article.php3?id_article=87> Cited June 15, 2005.

Dolly, Jennifer Holder and Michele Sogren.  2004.  The Impact of Domestic Violence on Children in Trinidad and Tobago.  St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago: Faculty of Social Sciences, The University of the West Indies.

International Monetary Fund.   2005.  International Financial Statistics.  Volume LVIII, No. 1, January 2005.  Washington D.C.: International Monetary Fund.

Interpol.  2005.  Legislation of Interpol Member-states on Sexual Offences Against Children.  <http://www.interpol.int/Public/Children/SexualAbuse/NationalLaws/csaTrinidadtobago.asp>

Lazarus-Black, Mindie.  2001.  Law and the Pragmatics of Inclusion: Governing Domestic Violence in Trinidad and Tobago.  In American Ethnologist 28 (p. 388-416).  <http://www.law.du.edu/russell/rj/uwi/LazarusBlack_DV.pdf>  

Lazarus-Black, Mindie.  2002.  The Rite of Domination: Tales from Domestic Violence Court.  Working Paper No. 7, Centre for Gender and Development Studies, The University of the West Indies.  St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago: St. Augustine Unit, Centre for Gender and Development Studies, The University of the West Indies.

Law Commission of Canada.  The Economic Cost of Child Abuse in Canada.  <http://www.lcc.gc.ca./research_project/03_abuse_8-en.asp> Cited July 8, 2005.

Mehrotra, Aparna and Rini Baverjee.  Life Without Violence: It’s Our Right. <http://www.undp.org/rblac/gender/itsourright.htm>  Cited July 8, 2005

Men Against Violence Against Women.  2002.  Domestic Violence Awareness Handbook.  Trinidad and Tobago.

Pryce, Kenneth and Daurius Figueria.  1978.  Rape and Socio-Economic Conditions in Trinidad and Tobago.  St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago: Department of Sociology, The University of the West Indies.

Rape Crisis Society of Trinidad and Tobago.  1998.  Surviving Sexual Assault.  Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago: Rape Crisis Society of Trinidad and Tobago.

Rape Crisis Society of Trinidad and Tobago.  Annual Report 2000.  Trinidad and Tobago.

Rape Crisis Society of Trinidad and Tobago.  Annual Report 2002.  Trinidad and Tobago.

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.  1999.  The Domestic Violence Act, 1999.  Trinidad and Tobago.

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.  2000.  The Children Act 2000.  Trinidad and Tobago.

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.  1986.  The Sexual Offences Act 1986.  Trinidad and Tobago.

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.  2000.  The Sexual Offences (Amendment) Act 2000.  Trinidad and Tobago.

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Ministry of Planning and Development, Central Statistical Office.  2002.  Report on Crime Statistics 1999.  Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago: Ministry of Planning and Development, Central Statistical Office.

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.  Report of the Ad Hoc Committee Appointed by the Honourable Attorney General of Trinidad and Tobago to Prepare a Domestic Violence Investigative and Procedural Manual for Police Officers in Trinidad and Tobago.  Trinidad and Tobago.

Trinidad and Tobago Coalition Against Domestic Violence.  2003 Annual Report.  Trinidad and Tobago.

Trinidad and Tobago Coalition Against Domestic Violence.  2005.  Police Projects.  <http://www.ttcadv.org/police.shtml> Cited June 27, 2005.

U.S. Department of Justice, National Institute of Justice and the Bureau of Justice Statistics.  1996.  Domestic and Sexual Violence Data Collection: A Report to Congress under the Violence Against Women Act.  Washington. D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice.

U.S. Department of State.  2001.  Country Reports on Human Rights Practices 2000: Trinidad and Tobago.  <http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2000/wha/833.htm> Cited June 17, 2005.

United Nations Development Programme.  1999.  National Reports on the Situation of Gender Violence Against Women: National Report Trinidad and Tobago.  Trinidad and Tobago.

Waters H, Hyder A, Rajkotia Y, Basu S, Rehwinkel JA, Butchart A.  2004.  The economic dimensions of interpersonal violence.  Geneva: Department of Injuries and Violence Prevention, World Health Organization.

Wikipedia.  Domestic Violence. <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestic_violence> Cited June 9, 2005. 

Wikipedia.  Sexual Abuse. <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_abuse> Cited June 17, 2005.

Women’s Aid Until Women and Children Are Safe.  What Is Domestic Violence? <http://www.womensaid.org.uk/about/what_is_dv.htm> Cited June 17, 2005.

APPENDIX I

A Selection of the Laws in respect of Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence

in Trinidad and Tobago

	Laws

	Sexual Offences Act No. 27 of 1986

Sexual Offences (Amendment) Act No. 31 of 2000
Includes

· Rape

· Grievous sexual assault

· Sexual assault by a husband in certain circumstances

· Sexual intercourse with a female under 14 years

· Sexual intercourse with a female between 14 and 16 years

· Sexual intercourse with a male under 16 years

· Incest

· Sexual intercourse with adopted minor

· Sexual intercourse with mentally subnormal person

· Buggery

· Bestiality

· Indecent assault

· Serious indecency

· Procuration

· Procuring defilement of a person

· Detention of a person

· Abduction of a female

· Household permitting defilement of a minor under 16 years of age

· Suppression of brothels

The Act states that the legal age of sexual intercourse of a male or female is 16 years and over.



	Domestic Violence Act No 10 of 1991, which was replaced by:

Domestic Violence Act No. 27 of 1999

· Provides protection for children abused at home

· Facilitates court-issued restraining orders for victims, including common law relations

· Allows for easier access by police in cases of domestic violence


	Offences Against the Person Act, Chapter 11:08

Covers

· Attempted murder

· Shooting or wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm

· Inflicting injury with or without weapon

· Attempting to choke, etc. in order to commit any indictable offence

· Causing bodily injury by explosive substance




	Laws (Cont’d)

	Children Act, Chapter 46:01

Children (Amendment) Act No. 68 of 2000
Includes

· Allowing children or young persons to be in brothels

· Causing, encouraging or favouring seduction or prostitution of young girls

· Child pornography

· Punishment for cruelty to children and young persons

· Suffocation of infants

· Begging

· Exposing children to risk of burning



	Summary Offences Act, Chapter 11:02

Covers

· Assault and battery

· Assault upon children, women and old, infirmed, sickly persons

· Aggravated assaults causing wound or harm

· Violent or obscene language or disturbance of the peace

· Possession of weapons intended for crime

· Throwing stones or other missiles

· Inciting animals to attack



	Malicious Damage Act, Chapter 11:06

Covers

· Setting fire to a dwelling house, any person being therein

· Conspiracy to set fire

· Destroying or damaging a house with gunpowder, any person therein

· Attempting to destroy buildings with gunpowder




Sources: 

Interpol website: <http://www.interpol.int/Public/Children/SexualAbuse/NationalLaws/csaTrinidadtobago.asp>;

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 1999; Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 2000; Men Against Violence Against Women 2002.

Note: The points itemized under each Act do not represent an exhaustive list

APPENDIX II

In the Domestic Violence Act, 1999 of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago:

Child means “a person under the age of eighteen years who ordinarily or periodically resides with the applicant, whether or not the child is a child of the applicant and the respondent or either of them, and includes an adopted child, stepchild, or a child who is treated as a child of the family but not a person who is or has been married”.

Dependant means “a person over the age of eighteen years who by reason of physical or mental disability, age or infirmity is reliant on either the applicant or respondent for his welfare”.

Emotional or psychological abuse mean “a pattern of behaviour of any kind, the purpose of which is to undermine the emotional or mental well-being of a person including:

(a) persistent intimidation by the use of abusive or threatening language;

(b) persistent following of the person from place to place;

(c) depriving that person of the use of his property;

(d) the watching or besetting of the place where the person resides, works, carries on business or happens to be:

(e) interfering with or damaging the property of the person;

(f) the forced confinement of the person;

(g) persistent telephoning of the person at the person’s place of residence or work; and

(h) making unwelcome and repeated or intimidatory contact with a child or elderly relative of the person”.  

Financial abuse means “a pattern of behaviour of a kind, the purpose of which is to exercise coercive control over, or exploit or limit a person’s access to financial resources so as to ensure financial dependence”.

Physical abuse means “any act or omission which causes physical injury and includes the commission of or an attempt to commit any of the offences listed in the First Schedule”.

Spouse includes “a former spouse, a cohabitant or former cohabitant”.

APPENDIX III

A Selection of Agencies (State) Involved in Sexual Abuse & Domestic Violence-Related

 Programmes and Projects in Trinidad and Tobago

	States Agencies

	Domestic Violence Unit, Ministry of Community Development, Culture and Gender Affairs

· Established drop-in centres for victims of domestic violence

· Established a Domestic Violence Hotline

· Provides safe-houses

· Protects women’s rights in government and legislation



	National Family Services Division, Ministry of Social Development (Social Services Delivery)

· Established counseling centres

· Provides gender-sensitive training for public officials



	Community Police Division, Ministry of National Security

· Handles cases of domestic violence (re: reports, on-site visits)

· Offers referral services to relevant social services agencies

· Seeks legal recourse on the victims’ behalf

· Provides safe house facilities for victims



	Other Key State Agencies:

Ministry of Health

· Medical and Psychiatric Social Workers

· Hospitals and Health Centres

· Child Guidance Clinic

Ministry of Education

· School Guidance Unit

· School Social Worker

Ministry of the Attorney General

-   Human Rights Unit

Ministry of Legal Affairs

· Legal Aid and Advisory Authority

Ministry of Social Development (Social Services Delivery)

· Probation Department

· Social Welfare Division

· Social Help and Rehabilitative Efforts (SHARE)




A Selection of Agencies (Non-State) Involved in Sexual Abuse & Domestic Violence-Related

Programmes and Projects in Trinidad and Tobago

	Non-State Agencies

	Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

An umbrella body of organizations and associations working against domestic violence that:

· Promotes public education on the prevention and eradication of domestic and gender-based violence

· Promotes domestic peace and harmony

· Offers outreach programmes

· Provides training to police officers on the handling of domestic violence and sexual abuse cases

Some members include:

-   Rape Crisis Society of Trinidad and Tobago

-   Shelter for Battered and Abused Women and Children

-   Halfway House

-   Families in Action



	Rape Crisis Society of Trinidad and Tobago

· Provides counseling for victims and perpetrators

· Engages in activities that increase public awareness about sexual violence

· Lobbies for changes in legislation that discriminates against women

· Offers outreach programmes



	Caribbean Association for Feminist Research and Action (CAFRA)

· Established a domestic violence training programme for Police officers and social workers



	Men Against Violence Against Women (MAVAW)

· Promotes public education on violence against women

· Conducts research on the incidence and intensity of violence in relationships

· Provides physical, emotional and financial assistance to victims

· Engages in social activism on issues that attempt to find solutions to the problem of societal violence  




Sources: UNDP 1999; CAFRA 2002; Men Against Violence Against Women 2002; U.S. Department of State 2001; Trinidad and Tobago Coalition Against Domestic Violence 2005; Report of the Ad Hoc Committee Appointed by the Honourable Attorney General of Trinidad and Tobago to Prepare a Domestic Violence Investigative and Procedural Manual for Police Officers in Trinidad and Tobago.  Trinidad and Tobago.

APPENDIX IV

A Selection of Reports on Sexual Abuse and Domestic Violence 

in Trinidad and Tobago
	No.
	Title of Report

	1.
	National Reports on the Situation of Gender Violence Against Women: National Report Trinidad and Tobago

	2.
	Rape Crisis Society of Trinidad and Tobago - Annual Reports

	3.
	Surviving Sexual Assault

	4.
	Rape and Socio-Economic Conditions in Trinidad and Tobago

	5.
	The Rite of Domination: Tales from Domestic Violence Court

	6.
	Domestic Violence Awareness Handbook

	7.
	The Impact of Domestic Violence on Children in Trinidad and Tobago

	8.
	Report on Crime Statistics – Annual Reports

	9.
	Trinidad and Tobago Coalition Against Domestic Violence - Annual Reports

	10.
	Report of the Ad Hoc Committee Appointed by the Honourable Attorney General of Trinidad and Tobago to Prepare a Domestic Violence Investigative and Procedural Manual for Police Officers in Trinidad and Tobago


Sources: UNDP 1999; Rape Crisis Society of Trinidad and Tobago (annual reports); Rape Crisis Society of Trinidad and Tobago 1998; Pryce and Figueria 1978; Lazarus-Black 2002; Men Against Violence Against Women 2002; Holder Dolly and Sogren 2004; Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Central Statistical Office (annual reports); Lazarus-Black 2001; Trinidad and Tobago Coalition Against Domestic Violence (annual reports) 

Direct costs and benefits


Cost of legal services


Direct medical costs


Direct perpetrator control costs


Costs of incarceration


Costs of foster care


Private security contracts


Economic benefits to perpetrators





Interpersonal violence





Child abuse and neglect


Intimate partner violence


Elder abuse


Sexual violence


Workplace violence 


Youth violence


Other violence crime





Indirect costs and benefits 


Lost earnings and lost time


Lost investments in human capital


Indirect protection costs


Life insurance costs


Benefits to law enforcement


Productivity


Domestic investment


External Investment and tourism


Psychological costs


Other non-monetary costs








Relationship Factors


- Gender roles (re: dominance issues)


- Economic stress


- Relationship conflict & instability 





Individual Factors


- Inter-generational patterns (witnessed or experienced SADV as a child)


- Low income


- Low academic achievement





SEXUAL ABUSE & DOMESTIC VIOLENCE





Community Factors


- Community’s inaction against SADV


- Low social capital 


- Social inequities


- Poverty





Societal Factors


- Prevailing culture (general predominance of patriarchal ideology)


- Social norms that support violence


- Inequitable distribution of income











NATIONAL INCOME 


OR OUTPUT





SIZE AND QUALITY OF THE LABOUR FORCE





IMPAIRMENT AND MORTALITY OF AFFECTED PERSONS





COUNSELLING, LEGAL, PROTECTION, REMEDIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES





SEXUAL ABUSE AND


DOMESTIC VIOLENCE





ACCUMULATED SAVING OR CAPITAL
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