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“The Academic Economist as Teacher; Lessons from Lewis and the Caribbean Policy Discourse”

The title of this paper is a take off from Jon Wisman’s incisive article: “The Methodology of W. Arthur Lewis's Development Economics: Economics as Pedagogy”. Starting with the British Labour Party in (1935), Lewis set out on a career that saw him trying to educate, a wide range of audiences, on aspects of the Caribbean socio-economic and politico-cultural reality. Many of the ideas with which he was later associated appear, at least in an embryonic form, in his early writings. Yet despite his many years in the field and the allegations of some of his critics, his work had a limited impact on the specific form that policy interventions took in the Caribbean. This was generally the case for a wide range of issues from agricultural and industrial policy to constitutional and electoral reform. Tracing the development of Lewis’s perspective from his early work provides us with an insight into the set of questions that were central to his thinking. With these in hand we can assess the extent to which his perspectives coincided with the policy directions pursued in the Caribbean. Having noted the gap between Lewis’s brilliance as an academic and the limited policy impact of his work we are led to ask the question: can we transform universities into being more effective with respect to the impact that research conducted by academics has on the policy adopted by the community in which they work?
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