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Abstract

W. Arthur Lewis is most notably appreciated for his contribution to Development Economics.  However, intertwined in questions of development, are critical domestic and international political issues determining options and possibilities.  In addition, Lewis himself was an important political actor, having served inter alia, as Secretary to the International African Service Bureau alongside the likes of George Padmore and C.L.R. James, advisor to Kwame Nkrumah and the first independent Government of Ghana, and as an activist for Pan-Caribbean Integration.  Indeed, Lewis’ first published work, was not an economic treatise, but a political tract on the labour upheavals in the West Indies, written under the auspices of the Fabian Society of the UK.  This paper therefore seeks to highlight the political thinking of W.A. Lewis.  In doing so, the paper seeks to put Lewis’ economic ideas in the broader political context in which they were enmeshed, in order to enlarge understanding of these economic ideas.  In addition, by isolating for scrutiny Lewis’ political ideas, the paper hopes to make a contribution to the documentation of Caribbean political thought.
