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ABSTRACT

In Trinidad and Tobago, the incidence of sexual abuse and domestic violence (SADV) continues to rise even in the face of the thrust towards social transformation and wider developmental goals by the year 2020.  Although a high degree of under reporting is exists, the findings of this study show that the various psychosocial and economic costs are substantial.  The estimates—derived through the application of a stylized prevalence-based framework—reveal both the direct and indirect costs of SADV in Trinidad and Tobago for the year 2000.  The overall economic burden of SADV was estimated between 1% and 3% of GDP, with productivity losses estimated at almost 0.1% of GDP, and costs to the State and survivors estimated at close to 0.2% and 0.6% of GDP, respectively.

The negative implications for productivity, human potential, sustainable growth and development are serious, especially in the context of the Vision 2020 goals of the government.  The authors suggest that from an economic perspective, it is essential to implement carefully designed prevention and intervention systems since the benefits to be derived from preventing SADV are likely to far exceed the costs of implementing these systems.
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